
2020 LENT RESOURCE GUIDE
preaching + devotion + education

Welcome to our Lent 2020 resource guide! You’ll find everything you need for preaching, teaching, and 
experiencing the season. If you are viewing this on your computer or device, you can click on any title or 
cover to be taken to the product page on The Thoughtful Christian. Also, look for the dark teal blocks to 
download resource samples. You can also email or print this to use for personal research or with committees. 

NEW BOOKS FOR LENT 2020
Lent in Plain Sight
A Devotion through Ten Objects
Jill J. Duffield
Available January 14, 2020 * ISBN: 9780664265465

$14.00  $9.10 You save 35% every day at The Thoughful Christian!

In this daily devotional for the season of Lent, Jill J. Duffield reflects on ten ordinary objects 
that Jesus would have encountered on his way to Jerusalem: dust, bread, the cross, coins, 
shoes, oil, coats, towels, thorns, and stones. Each week, readers encounter a new object to 
consider through Scripture, prayer, and reflection. From Ash Wednesday to Easter, Lent in 
Plain Sight reminds Christians to open ourselves to the kingdom of God.

Living into Lent
Donald K. McKim
Available January 14, 2020 * ISBN: 9780664265403

$14.00  $9.10 You save 35% every day at The Thoughful Christian!

Living into Lent, by noted theologian and author Don  McKim, uses Scripture, prayers, quotes 
from Reformed theologians, and action steps to allow readers to reflect on their Christian 
identities, listen to God’s Word and will, and engage in practices that deepen the Christian 
experience through discipleship. This resource can be used for congregational study or personal 
reflection, and is enhanced by a seven-session study guide and questions for conversation.

Connections: Year A, Volume 2
Lent through Pentecost
Edited by Thomas G. Long, Cynthia L. Rigby,  
Carolyn J. Sharp, Luke A. Powery, & Joel B. Green
Now Available * ISBN: 9780664262389

$45.00  $29.25 You save 35% every day at The Thoughful Christian!

The commentaries in Connections link individual lections to both Scripture as a whole and to the 
larger world. Commentaries on the Psalm readings and sidebars offer additional connections to 
Scripture for each Sunday or worship day. This volume covers Lent through Pentecost.
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NEW DOWNLOADABLE STUDIES
Jesus Sees Women
An Adult Lenten Study
Cynthia Holder Rich & Mark Rich
Available January 8, 2020 * ID #: TC0615

$26.00 for unlimited church use

The purpose of this six-session Lenten study pack for adults is to examine the Gospel 
stories about Jesus’ interactions with women in order to shed light on how we are 
called to be disciples of Jesus in our own time. In each session, participants will pay 
close attention to a Gospel story in which Jesus paid attention to and saw women and 
will also engage in a form of devotion ideal for the season of Lent. Written by educators 
and ministers Cynthia Holder Rich and Mark Rich, each week includes a Participant 
Handout and a Leader’s Guide that helps a leader facilitate a forty-five-minute session.

Sabbath Keeping for Busy Teens
A Youth Lenten Study
Kathy Wolf Reed
Available January 15, 2020 * ID #: TC5125

$26.00 for unlimited church use

The purpose of this six-week Lenten study pack for youth is to offer the opportunity to 
reflect on the frenetic consumer culture that demands their time, energy, and loyalties. 
Based on Walter Brueggemann’s book Sabbath as Resistance: Saying NO to the Culture of 
Now, the sessions in this study will help participants see how the celebration of Sabbath 
can be an act of resistance and rediscover the God who has created and redeemed them 
and who longs to sustain them by offering them a place to lay down their burdens and 
find rest. Each week includes a Participant Handout and a Leader’s Guide that helps a 
leader facilitate a fifty-five-minute session.
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More Downloadable Lenten Studies 
FOR ADULT & YOUTH GROUPS
These downloadable studies and study packs provide adult and youth groups with the opportunity to engage in a community experience of Lent. 
Unless otherwise noted, each study below includes six sessions and is $26.00 for unlimited church use. Click each title to learn more.

ADULT STUDIES
•	Faithful Citizenship
•	Reflecting on Holy Week
•	Jesus and Possessions
•	Qualities of Discipleship
•	Gospel Portraits of Jesus
•	Learning Forgiveness
•	Pausing on the Road to Jerusalem
•	Reflections on the Lord’s Prayer
•	Seeing Ourselves in Those Confronted by Jesus
•	Walking the Way of the Cross with Paul

YOUTH STUDIES
•	Preparing for the Wilderness
•	Walking with Jesus during Holy Week
•	Growing as Disciples
•	How and Who Jesus Served
•	A Journey with Jesus in the Twenty-First Century
•	A Look at Those Who Knew Jesus
•	Seven Deadly Sins and Holy Virtues (seven sessions)
•	Spiritual Practices for Lent (one session, $7.50)
•	Take Up Your Cross and Follow Me
•	What Is Lent? (one session, $7.50)
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Interrupting Silence
God’s Command to 
Speak Out

A Way Other Than 
Our Own
Devotions for Lent

Forgiveness
A Lenten Study

Were You There?
Lenten Reflections on 
the Spirituals

Holy Solitude
Lenten Reflections 
with Saints, Hermits, 
Prophets, and Rebels

God Is on the Cross
Reflections on Lent 
and Easter

Walter Brueggemann Walter Brueggemann Marjorie J. Thompson Luke A. Powery Heidi Haverkamp Dietrich Bonhoeffer
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Interrupting Silence 
illustrates that the Bible is 
filled with stories where 
marginalized people break 
repressive silence and speak 
against it. Brueggemann 
motivates readers to 
consider situations in 
their lives where they 
need to interrupt silence, 
convincing us that God is 
active and wanting us to 
act for justice. The themes 
explored through eight 
chapters are a unique 
Lenten study experience. 
Questions for discussion 
included for each chapter.

Lent recalls times of 
wilderness and wandering, 
from newly freed Hebrew 
slaves in exile to Jesus’ 
temptation in the desert. 
Despite our culture of 
self-indulgence, we too 
are called to walk an 
alternative path—one of 
humility, justice, and peace. 
Brueggemann’s thought-
provoking reflections for 
the season of Lent invite us 
to consider the challenging, 
beautiful life that comes 
with walking the way of 
grace.

Lent, a time to reflect on 
our Christian journey, is 
an appropriate time to 
deepen our understanding 
and practice of forgiveness. 
In six brief chapters, 
Thompson uses biblical 
examples and real-life 
situations to illustrate 
each chapter’s theme in an 
informative and engaging 
way. A study guide is also 
included at the back of the 
book that is appropriate for 
either individual reflection 
or group discussion. 

African American spirituals 
provide profound insights 
into the human condition 
and many focus on the 
death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, and the ways 
in which those events 
bring about the liberation 
of God’s people. In these 
devotions for the season 
of Lent, Powery provides 
readers with the lyrics of 
a spiritual, a reflection on 
the spiritual’s meaning, a 
Scripture verse related to 
that meaning, and a brief 
prayer.

From Hagar and the 
Hebrew prophets to Jesus in 
the wilderness to St. Francis 
and Catherine of Siena, we 
see how escape from the toil 
and temptations of daily 
life can open our eyes, ears, 
minds, and hearts to the 
still, small voice of God. 
Holy Solitude offers daily 
reflections for the season of 
Lent and introduces readers 
to figures in both Scripture 
and Christian history whose 
stories of discernment and 
discipline are a guide for 
our own spiritual practices.

These forty-seven stirring 
devotions guide and inspire 
readers as they move 
thematically through the 
weeks of Lent and Easter, 
encountering themes 
of prayerful reflection, 
self-denial, temptation, 
suffering, and the meaning 
of the cross. Each day 
includes passages from 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s letters 
and sermons, Scripture 
verses, and prayers, 
creating daily devotions 
that are moving reminders 
of the true gift of Christ on 
the cross.

ISBN: 9780664263591 ISBN: 9780664261696 ISBN: 9780664259723 ISBN: 9780664260309 ISBN: 9780664263157 ISBN: 9780664239206
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BOOKS FOR STUDY & DEVOTION

Coloring as a Spiritual Practice for Lent
Soul Feast
An Inspirational Adult Coloring Book
ISBN: 9780664262969

$10.00  $6.50 
Based on the best-selling book by Marjorie J. Thompson, 
Soul Feast contains 25 illustrations for coloring in along 
with 25 quotes and prayers for reflection. Exploring 
important spiritual practices such as “Coloring as 
Prayer” and “Spiritual Reading,” Soul Feast is perfect 
for meditation and relaxation.

Click to download a sample coloring page.

Coloring the Silence
An Adult Coloring Book for Reflection
Sandy Eisenberg Sasso
ISBN: 9780664262969

$10.00  $6.50 
In a world of constant interruption, Sandy Eisenberg 
Sasso offers an interactive way to find the quiet we 
need. Designed to give you a much-needed pause amid 
the business of daily life, Coloring the Silence contains 
twenty-five illustrations for coloring along with twenty-
five reflections and prayers for meditation. 

Click to download a sample coloring page.
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Lenten Classics
CLICK ANY COVER BELOW TO LEARN MORE

BOOKS FOR STUDY & DEVOTION

Lent for Everyone: 
Matthew, Year A 
A Daily Devotional

The Sign and the 
Sacrifice 
The Meaning of the 
Cross and Resurrection

The Journey to 
Jerusalem 
A Story of Jesus’  
Last Days

40 Days, 40 
Prayers, 40 Words 
Lenten Reflections for 
Everyday Life

Walking with Jesus 
through the Old 
Testament
Devotions for Lent

Executing God 
Rethinking Everything 
You’ve Been Taught about 
Salvation and the Cross

N. T. Wright Rowan Williams John Pritchard Bruce Reyes-Chow Paul Stroble Sharon L. Baker
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in Meetings & Other 
Settings
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Lent for Everyone: Matthew, 
Year A provides readers 
with an inspirational guide 
through the Lenten season, 
from Ash Wednesday 
through the week after 
Easter. Wright provides his 
own Scripture translation, 
a brief reflection, and a 
prayer for each day of the 
season. By the end of the 
book, readers will have 
been through the entirety of 
Matthew, along with Psalm 
readings for each Sunday. 
Suitable for both individual 
and group study and 
reflection.

Rowan Williams, 
former Archbishop of 
Canterbury, presents the 
Gospel accounts of Jesus’ 
crucifixion and resurrection 
as viewed through the eyes 
of those who witnessed 
them. The Sign and the 
Sacrifice explores the 
meaning of the cross and 
the significance of Christ’s 
resurrection, discussing 
what these events meant to 
Jesus’ followers in the early 
years and what they can say 
to us today. Questions for 
discussion included.

In this imaginative retelling, 
John Pritchard explores 
the Gospel of Luke by 
looking through the eyes 
of the disciple John. The 
Journey to Jerusalem follows 
Luke’s account from Luke 
9:51, as Jesus “set his 
face to go to Jerusalem.” 
Perfect for individual or 
group study, The Journey to 
Jerusalem provides weekday 
readings for Lent, from Ash 
Wednesday to Good Friday, 
along with a poem for each 
Saturday. Questions for 
reflection and discussion 
are also included.

In 40 Days, 40 Prayers, 
40 Words, Reyes-Chow 
encourages readers to 
pause in the bustle of their 
daily lives. Forty devotions 
are each framed around a 
word inspired by the daily 
lectionary readings and 
include a short scriptural 
passage, prayer, and 
reflection. Readers also 
have the ability to connect 
with others through 
interactive elements like 
QR codes that link to social 
media and provide access 
to additional reflections, 
graphics, and prayers. 

Walking with Jesus through 
the Old Testament invites 
readers to embark on 
a journey with Christ 
throughout the Lenten 
season. Stroble imagines 
what Jesus would have 
said to his companions 
and guides readers along 
the way with forty-six 
devotions referencing the 
Old Testament. A prayer 
and a set of “digging 
deeper” activities are also 
included to help readers 
engage with each reflection 
on a personal level. 

In Executing God, theologian 
Sharon Baker presents 
a biblically based and 
theologically sound critique 
of popular theories of the 
atonement. Concerned 
about the number of acts 
of violence performed 
in the name of God, 
Baker challenges cultural 
assumptions about the death 
of Jesus and its meaning to 
Christians. She ultimately 
offers a constructive 
alternate view of atonement 
based on God’s forgiveness 
that opens up salvation to a 
wider group of people. 
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Unique Devotional Practices 
to Start This Lent

Book of Common Worship,  
Daily Prayer 
ISBN: 9780664503529

$35.00 
The Book of Common Worship, Daily Prayer provides a 
basic pattern of prayer that can be led by any member 
of the church and used for personal reflection, 
household worship, small group gatherings, weekday 
services, or church meetings and retreats.  It is also 
an ideal gift for those baptized or confirmed, new 
members, seminarians, or newly ordained deacons, 
ruling elders, or pastors.

Glory to God 
Enlarged Print, Text Edition
ISBN: 9780664503222

$30.00 
This pew-sized edition of the hymnal contains all the 
words from the pew edition, enlarged in a more-
readable type and bound for use in worship. This 
resource is ideal for those using the hymnal as a 
devotional or study resource.

BOOKS FOR PREACHING & WORSHIP

Invasion of the Dead
Preaching Resurrection

Preaching the Atonement Feasting on the Word Lenten Companion 
A Thematic Resource for Preaching and Worship

Brian K. Blount Peter K. Stevenson & Stephen I. Wright Edited by Kimberly Bracken Long, David L. 
Bartlett, & Barbara Brown Taylor

$22.00  $14.30 * ISBN: 9780664239411 $25.00  $16.25 * ISBN: 9780664233280 $30.00  $19.50 * ISBN: 9780664259655

Brian K. Blount helps preachers effectively proclaim 
resurrection in a world consumed by death. Recognizing 
that both popular culture and popular Christianity 
are mesmerized by death and dying, Blount offers an 
alternative apocalyptic vision for our time—one that starts 
with a clear vision of life that obliterates death and reveals 
life’s essence. Blount explores the portrait and meaning 
of resurrection through the New Testament and explores 
how to biblically and theologically reconfigure apocalyptic 
preaching for today. With three illustrative sermons, this 
book is an ideal resource to help preachers proclaim the 
power of resurrection.

Preaching the Atonement is a unique teaching tool that 
offers a theological discussion of ten important Bible 
passages connected with the sacrifice of Christ. Each 
chapter includes a complete sermon on the passage in 
question followed by a discussion from the authors 
that highlights the preacher’s strategy in the theological 
interpretation of the text and its incorporation into the 
rhetoric of the sermon.

This resource is an all-in-one worship companion 
designed for those who do not follow the lectionary, or 
would like an alternative to the lectionary during Lent. 
This pastor’s companion for Lent and Holy Week offers 
pastors focused resources for sermon preparation along 
with ready-to-use liturgies. A complete order of service 
is provided for each of the Sundays in Lent, plus Holy 
Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday, and Easter 
Sunday. Hymn suggestions, midweek services, and 
children’s sermon suggestions make this an invaluable 
resource for the season of Lent.

CLICK TO DOWNLOAD AN EXCERPT CLICK TO DOWNLOAD AN EXCERPT CLICK TO DOWNLOAD AN EXCERPT
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A Lectionary Spirituality
Daily Feast
Meditations from Feasting on the Word, Year A
Edited by Elizabeth F. Caldwell, Kathleen Long Bostrom, & Jana Riess
ISBN: 9780664237967

$28.00  $18.20 
This gorgeous volume is packaged in a soft leather-like cover with rounded corners, a stamped cover, and a sewn-in ribbon to help 
you keep your place. Daily Feast is ideal for daily meditation, journaling, teaching, and worship preparation. Each day of the week 
contains Scripture passages for the coming Sunday from the Revised Common Lectionary, excerpts from the Feasting on the Word 
commentaries for reflection, a response, and a prayer. Additional material is provided for each Sunday.

Click to download an excerpt.

BOOKS FOR PREACHING & WORSHIP
RESOURCES FOR LECTIONARY PREACHERS

A Preacher’s Guide to Lectionary Sermon Series
Thematic Plans for Years A, B, and C
$40.00  $26.00 You save 35% every day at The Thoughful Christian!

TWO VOLUMES AVAILABLE 
Click here to learn more about volume 1 * ISBN: 9780664265465
Click here to learn more about volume 2 * ISBN: 9780664265465

Both lectionary and topical preachers will enjoy the best of both worlds with these 
sermon series ideas designed to frame consecutive weeks of lectionary texts into 
seasonal and short-term series.

Click to download an excerpt from volume 1
Click to download an excerpt from volume 2

Feasting on the Word: Year A, Volume 2
Lent through Eastertide

Preaching God’s Transforming Justice
A Lectionary Commentary, Year A

Journeying with Matthew
Reflections on the Gospel

Edited by David L. Bartlett & Barbara Brown Taylor Edited by Ronald J. Allen,  
Dawn Ottoni-Wilhelm, & Dale P. Andrews

Paula Gooder, James Woodward, & Mark Pryce

Hardback * ISBN: 9780664231057 * $45.00  $29.25 
Paperback * ISBN: 9780664239633 * $40.00  $26.00

$50.00  $32.50 * ISBN: 9780664234539 $18.00  $11.70 * ISBN: 9780664260217

For each lectionary text, preachers will find four brief 
essays—one each on the theological, pastoral, exegetical, 
and homiletical challenges of the text. This gives preachers 
sixteen different approaches to the proclamation of the 
Word on any given occasion.

This unique commentary helps the preacher identify and 
reflect on the social implications of the Revised Common 
Lectionary readings for year A. In addition to providing 
commentary for each day in the lectionary calendar, this 
series introduces twenty-two Holy Days for Justice, such as 
Martin Luther King Day, Earth Day, World AIDS Day, and 
Children’s Sabbath.

Journeying with Matthew follows the Revised Common 
Lectionary through the liturgical year and looks at the Gospel 
passages read during each season. Readers will find an 
introduction to the text, imaginative new ways to encounter 
Matthew in preaching and study, and reflections on the text’s 
meaning for contemporary Christian life. Each chapter ends 
with an action item, reflection questions, and a prayer. 

CLICK TO DOWNLOAD AN EXCERPT CLICK TO DOWNLOAD AN EXCERPT CLICK TO DOWNLOAD AN EXCERPT
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FAITH QUESTIONS YOUTH CURRICULUM
Faith Questions studies are based on faith questions posed by youth and look to Scripture, as well as our faith 
tradition, in relevant and responsive ways. Intended for older youth, this curriculum is easily adaptable for broadly 
graded youth programs. Movie, music, media, and other technologies are suggested throughout the curriculum 
and downloadable resources for leaders and a coffeehouse version are available online, free of charge.

ADDITIONAL GROUP STUDY OPTIONS
BEING REFORMED: FAITH SEEKING UNDERSTANDING

This series of biblically based, six-session courses provides adults with a foundational understanding of the 
Reformed faith. Written by well-known and respected scholars, each study features Scripture, prayer, in-depth 
commentary, and questions for reflection. The Leader’s Guides offer helpful suggestions and direction for group 
study. The main structure for these guides is the rubric Head, Heart, and Hands. 

Illuminating Lent Looking at the Cross Temptation in the Desert Seven Days to Glory

Donald K. McKim James D. Miller M. Craig Barnes Blair R. Monie

Leader’s Guide * ID #: 680817 * $11.00 
Participant Book * ID #: 680818 * $7.00 

Leader’s Guide * ID #: 680773 * $11.00 
Participant Book * ID #: 680774 * $7.00

Leader’s Guide * ID #: 680731 * $11.00 
Participant Book * ID #: 680732 * $7.00

Leader’s Guide * ID #: 680717 * $11.00 
Participant Book * ID #: 680718 * $7.00

lluminating Lent deepens faith and enhances 
knowledge through the exploration of the 
Lord’s Prayer. Each session examines a part 
of the prayer, its theological understandings, 
and what it means for Reformed Christians 
in practical ways during Lent. 

Exploring New Testament themes associated 
with the cross—forgiveness, reconciliation, 
and peace—this study offers ways the cross 
directly affects our faith and daily lives. An 
excellent study for the Lenten season or any 
time in the church year. 

The story of Jesus’ temptations in the 
wilderness offers important instructions for 
Christian life. This study discusses ways the 
temptations that Jesus faced are still real for 
us today. An excellent study for the Lenten 
season or any time in the church year.

Based on the Gospel of Mark, this study looks 
at each day of the last week of Jesus’ life to 
describe the importance of Jesus’ actions at 
the time, and what they mean for Christian 
living today. An excellent study for the 
Lenten season or any time in the church year.

CLICK TO DOWNLOAD AN EXCERPT 
OF THE LEADER’S GUIDE

CLICK TO DOWNLOAD AN EXCERPT 
OF THE PARTICIPANT BOOK

CLICK TO DOWNLOAD AN EXCERPT 
OF THE LEADER’S GUIDE

CLICK TO DOWNLOAD AN EXCERPT 
OF THE PARTICIPANT BOOK

CLICK TO DOWNLOAD AN EXCERPT 
OF THE LEADER’S GUIDE

CLICK TO DOWNLOAD AN EXCERPT 
OF THE PARTICIPANT BOOK

CLICK TO DOWNLOAD AN EXCERPT 
OF THE LEADER’S GUIDE

CLICK TO DOWNLOAD AN EXCERPT 
OF THE PARTICIPANT BOOK

Temptation Forgiveness Salvation
ID #: 690510 * $16.00  $14.40 ID #: 670507 * $16.00  $14.40 ID #: 690513 * $16.00  $14.40

This six-session study explores the themes of repentence, 
baptism, turning stones to bread, trusting God, the role of 
faith, and angels. An excellent study for the Lenten season 
or any time in the church year.

This six-session study explores God’s love for and 
committment to us. In addition to looking at and the 
sinfullness of humanity, it also asks why and how to 
forgive. An excellent study for the Lenten season.

This four-session study of salvation will center on four 
significant themes: deliverance, healing, forgiveness, and 
reconciliation. An excellent option for a shorter study for 
the Lenten season or any time in the church year.

CLICK TO DOWNLOAD A SAMPLE SESSION CLICK TO DOWNLOAD A SAMPLE SESSION CLICK TO DOWNLOAD A SAMPLE SESSION
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