
© 2019 Geneva Press

Published in partnership with the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church, The Moravian Church in America (North and South), the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), and the 
United Church of Christ.

The Present Word is published quarterly by Geneva Press, 100 Witherspoon St., Louisville, KY 40202-1396.

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, 
electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or by any information storage or retrieval 
system, without permission in writing from the publisher. For information, address Geneva Press, 100 
Witherspoon Street, Louisville, Kentucky 40202-1396. 

The Worship Leaflets are based on International Sunday School Lessons: International Bible Lessons for 
Christian Teaching, copyright © 2007 by the Committee on the Uniform Series, and uses the New Revised 
Standard Version of the Bible, copyright © 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America; both used by permission.

Worship texts also come from the Book of Common Worship (BCW), Glory to God (GtG), or nethymnal.org 
(NH).

Printed in the United States of America





1

THE
PRESENT
WORD
ADULT BIBLE LESSONS

W O R S H I P  L E A F L E T S

MORNING PRAYER DECEMBER 1, 2019

DAVID WORSHIPS GOD IN JERUSALEM

*Responses are in bold.

FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT: HOPE CANDLELIGHTING
Watch and wait for Christ’s coming!
  Light candles of hope, peace, joy, and love, 
 remembering the promises of God. 
We light this candle in hope. (Light the first candle.) 

ADVENT HYMN “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (NH)
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear.

Refrain:
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high,
Who orderest all things mightily;
To us the path of knowledge show,
And teach us in her ways to go. Refrain

SCRIPTURE READING 1 Chronicles 15:1–3, 14–16, 25–29a
15:1 David built houses for himself in the city  
of David, and he prepared a place for the ark of 
God and pitched a tent for it. 2Then David 
commanded that no one but the Levites were  
to carry the ark of God, for the Lord had chosen 
them to carry the ark of the Lord and to 
minister to him forever. 3David assembled all 
Israel in Jerusalem to bring up the ark of the 
Lord to its place, which he had prepared for  
it. . . .
 14So the priests and the Levites sanctified 
themselves to bring up the ark of the Lord, the 
God of Israel. 15And the Levites carried the ark of 
God on their shoulders with the poles, as Moses 
had commanded according to the word of the 
Lord.
 16David also commanded the chiefs of the 
Levites to appoint their kindred as the singers to 
play on musical instruments, on harps and lyres 
and cymbals, to raise loud sounds of joy. . . .

 25So David and the elders of Israel, and the 
commanders of the thousands, went to bring up 
the ark of the covenant of the Lord from the 
house of Obed-edom with rejoicing. 26And 
because God helped the Levites who were 
carrying the ark of the covenant of the Lord, 
they sacrificed seven bulls and seven rams. 
27David was clothed with a robe of fine linen, as 
also were all the Levites who were carrying the 
ark, and the singers, and Chenaniah the leader of 
the music of the singers; and David wore a linen 
ephod. 28So all Israel brought up the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord with shouting, to the 
sound of the horn, trumpets, and cymbals, and 
made loud music on harps and lyres.
 29As the ark of the covenant of the Lord came 
to the city of David, Michal daughter of Saul 
looked out of the window, and saw King David 
leaping and dancing.

BIBLE STUDY 
To be led using the Participant’s Book, p. 2, and Leader’s Guide, p. 4.
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ADVENT PRAYER
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise: I will cause a righteous Branch 
to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness. Let us pray:
  Eternal God, through long generations you prepared a way for the coming of your Son, and by 

your Spirit you still bring light to illumine our paths. Renew us in faith and hope that we may 
welcome Christ to rule our thoughts and claim our love, as Lord of lords and King of kings, to 
whom be glory always. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray (select a version of the prayer): 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen.

 Our Father in heaven,
 hallowed be your name,
 your kingdom come,
 your will be done,
 on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread.
 Forgive us our sins
 as we forgive those who sin against us.
 Save us from the time of trial
 and deliver us from evil.
 For the kingdom, the power,
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
 Amen.


