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Tweens will hear Jesus’ lament over Jerusalem and recognize 
that God still hovers over the world today.

Jesus Laments

n P R E P A R I N G  F O R  T H E  S E S S I O N

Focus on Luke 13:31–35

WHAT is important to know?              — From “Exegetical Perspective,” Leslie J. Hoppe

Israel cannot remain passive as it awaits God’s salvation. Jesus’ words challenge Jerusalem to recognize the 
divine origin of his mission and message. Jesus laments the people’s failure to do so in any acceptable numbers. 
The last verse implies that the day will come when Israel will acknowledge the One who “comes in the name of 
the Lord” (v. 35). Perhaps Luke here is reflecting the Pauline notion that the Jews are still loved by God because 
God has not revoked the divine choice of Israel. Like the Gentiles, Israel will enjoy God’s mercy at some time 
in the future (Rom. 11). 

WHERE is God in these words?  — From “Theological Perspective,” Daniel G. Deffenbaugh

This new vision must have been on Jesus’ mind as he looked toward the city that would ultimately reject 
him. He lamented how often he desired to gather its children “as a hen gathers her brood under her wings”  
(Luke 13:34). Perhaps what is really being offered here is imagery suggesting the advent of a new creation. 
Jesus, who was with God in the beginning and through whom all things were made (John 1:2–3), would have 
known intimately the manner in which the spirit of God hovered over the face of the deep on the first day of 
creation (Gen. 1:2). 
    

SO WHAT does this mean for our lives? — From “Pastoral Perspective,” Rodney Clapp

Herod, these plotting Pharisees, the power players in Jerusalem, all the first who would be first, then and now—
they want to see themselves as masters of the universe, invulnerable and imperial behind their relentless, foxy 
maneuvering. Jesus calls their death-dealing by name, yet he also sees them as barnyard chicks lost in a storm, 
too afraid and too stubborn to find shelter under the shadow of mother hen’s wings. The judgment will yet fall 
on them, if they do not change their ways. The political machinations go on and on, but there is a true and a 
living God. The foxes are not in control as much as they think they are. 
 
NOW WHAT is God’s word calling us to do? — From “Homiletical Perspective,” Michael B. Curry

African slaves of antebellum America, by virtue of their servitude, were compelled to cast their ken beyond 
mere sight—to extend their vision beyond things as they were, to a deeper, broader, higher vision, and dream of 
things as they could be. Hence many of their sacred songs, the Negro spirituals, stretch the contours of reality 
as it is given in the social order, pointing to the form of a new heaven and a new earth—a kingdom not born of 
or controlled by the powers of this world. One of their spirituals describes the kingdom of God thus: “There’s 
plenty good room, plenty good room, plenty good room in my Father’s kingdom.” The old slaves realized that 
the infinite reach and eternal embrace of God’s reign was at the core of the gospel message of Jesus.

Gen. 15:1–12, 17–18
Ps. 27
Phil. 3:17–4:1
Luke 13:31–35
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Focus on Your Teaching

For all their bravado and push-back against boundaries that feel too protective, tweens still 
want to know that someone loves them enough to worry over them, to pay attention when 
they are sick or sad, and to comfort them. The image of Jesus as a hen gathering chicks calls 
on this need for security and comfort. This passage also shows Jesus’ courage to face up to 
a bully on his own terms. Especially for tweens who feel that Jesus is a little too “meek and 
mild” at times, this calm, confident courage may provide a model.

Loving Jesus, our world continues to be frightening. Gather us, like your 
chicks, and give us courage. Amen.

n L E A D I N G  T H E  S E S S I O N

GATHERING
Before the session, if you are using option 2 in Responding, bring one digital or cellphone 
camera for every two or three learners. If you are using option 3, cut apart the photos on 
Color Pack 4.

Greet tweens as they arrive. Ask for volunteers to arrange the purple cloth in the center of 
your learning space and place the Christ candle on it. Play “I’m Gonna Sing When the Spirit 
Says Sing” (Color Pack 26; track 11 on Singing the Feast, 2021–2022) as you gather the 
group around the candle. Say that today is the second Sunday in the season of Lent. Ask a 
volunteer to recall why the cloth is purple. (Purple symbolizes Jesus as King of kings and 
also repentance and waiting.) Light the Christ candle, welcoming Jesus’ presence with you. 
Pray aloud:

Dear God, thank you for bringing us together to learn more about living 
as your children. Bless our time together, and open our hearts to your 
Word. Amen.

Extinguish the candle.

Place Color Pack 3 on a table or the floor and have tweens sit around it. Invite them to 
imagine what this mother hen might be thinking—if this hen could talk, what would she 
say? Next, ask them to imagine that these baby chicks can talk. What are they saying? 
Distribute sticky notes and pens. Invite tweens to write what one of the chicks might be 
saying on a sticky note and place it on the poster. Encourage creativity! 
 
Say that there is a mother hen and chicks in today’s Bible story.

YOU WILL NEED
 ❏ Lenten display from 

March 6, 2022 

 ❏ purple cloth

 ❏ Christ candle

 ❏ matches or lighter

 ❏ Color Pack 3, 4, 26, 

28

 ❏ sticky notes

 ❏ tape

 ❏ pencils or pens

 ❏ Bible

 ❏ copies of Resource 

Sheet 1

 ❏ Singing the Feast, 

2021–2022; CD player

For Responding

 ❏ option 1: digital or 

cellphone cameras

 ❏ option 2: copies of 

Resource Sheet 2; 

Singing the Feast, 

2021–2022; CD player

 ❏ option 3: Color  

Pack 4, scissors, index 

cards, pencils

FOCUS SCRIPTURE
Luke 13:31–35
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Option: If your church 
uses media in worship 
services, offer to turn 
the photos into a 
slideshow for a time  
of prayer.

EXPLORING
Open your Bible to Luke 13 and say this is where today’s Bible story is found. Read aloud 
Luke 13:22 and comment that today’s story takes place as Jesus is on his way to Jerusalem, 
where he will be put on trial and crucified.

Distribute copies of Resource Sheet 1 (Jesus’ Lament). Invite tweens to offer definitions 
of the word lament. As needed, explain that a lament is a way of expressing sadness and 
discouragement. There are many laments in the Bible. Lamenting can be a way of talking to 
God; sometimes laments are prayers. 

Form two groups and read aloud the story in unison, alternating lines between groups. 
Invite questions and comments about the text.

Ask volunteers to read aloud the information on Herod at the bottom of the resource sheet. 
Discuss:
P In Luke 13:32, why do you think Jesus calls Herod “that fox”? 
P At this point in Jesus’ life, do you think Herod was a danger to him? Why or why not?
P Does Jesus seem afraid of Herod? Why or why not?

Ask a volunteer to read again Jesus’ response in verses 32–35. Show Color Pack 3 one more 
time and ask: 
P What could Jesus have meant about longing to gather Jerusalem like a mother hen 

gathers her chicks? What might he have been saying about what he wanted to do for 
God’s people?

P What emotions do you hear in Jesus’ words? (Joy? Fear? Sadness?) 
P Why do you think he was feeling that way?
P Do you think Jesus still feels that way about our world? Why or why not?

Comment that Christians believe God’s love continues to hover over our world—through 
the Spirit, God never stops being present in our lives. Tell about a time you sensed God’s 
presence in your own life. Invite tweens to tell about times they have felt or sensed God’s 
presence. Encourage respectful listening and honor each person’s contribution.

RESPONDING
Mark the activities you will use:
1. Church Photo Walk Tweens will look for signs of God’s presence hovering in and around 

your church. As a group, talk about things that people might see or hear as they sense 
God’s presence in your church. Form pairs or groups of three. Give each group a digital 
or cellphone camera and invite them to walk quietly around your church and take three 
or four pictures of places or people or objects that make them aware of God’s presence. 
Option: If you have a very large group, send out half the small groups at a time while 
the other half works on another activity. When small groups return to class, have them 
show the pictures and tell about why those things remind them of God’s presence. 

I’m Gonna Sing When 
the Spirit Says Sing

I’m gonna sing when the 
Spirit says sing,

I’m gonna sing when the 
Spirit says sing,

I’m gonna sing when the 
Spirit says sing,

and obey the Spirit of the 
Lord. 

I’m gonna walk . . . 

I’m gonna leap . . . 

I’m gonna praise . . . 
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EASY 
PREP 2. Breath Prayer Tweens will learn more about breath prayers and pray for God to 

hover over them. Distribute copies of Resource Sheet 2 (Breath Prayers) and read the 
information aloud. Invite tweens who have prayed breath prayers to comment on what 
the experience is like for them. Practice one or two of the breath prayers as a group. 
Have tweens sit apart from one another, choose a breath prayer, close their eyes, and 
focus on their breath as they pray the words. Play quiet music in the background, such 
as “Harp Music” (track 9 on Singing the Feast, 2021–2022). Allow four or five minutes 
for prayer. Encourage tweens to take the sheets home and spend time in breath prayer 
during the week.

3. God’s Presence Tweens will ponder how they might sense God’s presence through 
others and how others might sense God’s presence because of them. Invite tweens 
to think for a moment about how they might sense God’s presence because of what 
someone else is doing or how others might sense God’s presence because of their own 
actions. As a group, list some of the words or actions that might convey this. Form pairs 
or groups of three or four. Give each group one of the pictures cut from Color Pack 4. 
Tell each group to make up a story about the picture that tells how the action shown 
becomes a sign of God’s love and care for the people involved. After a few minutes, 
switch pictures among groups and have them make up another story. Distribute index 
cards and pencils. Ask each tween to jot down one thing he or she might do in the 
coming week to be a sign of God’s presence for someone else. Encourage them to put 
this note in a place where they will see it daily.

CLOSING
Gather with tweens around the Lenten display created in session 1 and invite them to 
comment on what they will remember from the story of Jesus’ lament over Jerusalem. 

Ask a volunteer to add Color Pack 3 to the Lenten display as the group sings “You Are My 
Beloved Child” (Color Pack 28; track 20 on Singing the Feast, 2021–2022). 

Invite learners to join in the “amen” of the closing charge:
Let us go out from this place and into the world, following Jesus.
Amen! (Clap twice.)

You Are My  
Beloved Child

You are my beloved child, 
hallelujah,

You are my beloved child, 
hallelujah.

And my face has smiled on 
you, hallelujah,

And my face has smiled on 
you, hallelujah.

Then says God to everyone, 
hallelujah,

Then says God to everyone, 
hallelujah.

You’re God’s daughter, 
you’re God’s son, 
hallelujah!

You’re God’s daughter, 
you’re God’s son, 
hallelujah!
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31Just then some Pharisees came up and said, 
“Run for your life! Herod’s on the hunt. He’s out to kill you!”

32–35Jesus said, “Tell that fox that I’ve no time for him right now. 
Today and tomorrow I’m busy clearing out the demons and healing 
the sick; the third day I’m wrapping things up. 

Besides, it’s not proper for a prophet to come to a bad end outside 
Jerusalem.

Jerusalem, Jerusalem, killer of prophets,
        abuser of the messengers of God!
How often I’ve longed to gather your children,
        gather your children like a hen,
Her brood safe under her wings—
        but you refused and turned away!
And now it’s too late: You won’t see me again
        until the day you say,
    ‘Blessed is he
    who comes in
    the name of God.’”

—Luke 13:31–35, The Message

About Herod: 
• The Herod in this story was the son of Herod the Great, who is 

mentioned in the account of Jesus’ birth (see Matthew 2:1–13).
• Herod governed Galilee for 42 years.
• Herod ordered the execution of John the Baptist (see  

Matthew 14:1–12).
• Herod questioned Jesus before his crucifixion (see Luke 23:6–12).

Jesus’ Lament
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Sometimes we need to clear the clutter from 
our minds in order to feel God’s comfort and 
presence. We need to pause our electronics, 
find a quiet place, and make room for God’s 
presence to be made known to us. 

One way to be more aware of God’s presence 
is to focus on one short prayer. Close your 
eyes and breathe in as you say the first phrase 
and breathe out as you say the second 

phrase. Pray in this way for several minutes. Then sit in silence and  
be aware of the Spirit, who will comfort and guide you.

Some breath prayers:

 The Lord is my shepherd / I shall not want. (Psalm 23:1)

 Speak, Lord, / your servant is listening. (1 Samuel 3:10)

 Come into my heart, / Lord Jesus.

 Show me your way, / O God.

 Open my ears / to hear your Word.

 Lord, have mercy. / Christ, have mercy.

 My own: 

Breath Prayers




