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Luke 19:28-40 Trials of Life

Goal for Tweens will delve into the stories of Holy Week and explore
the Session what they mean for their own faith.

Luke 23:1-49

MPREPARING FOR THE SESSION
Focus on Luke 19:28—40; 23:1-49

WHAT is important to know? — From “Exegetical Perspective,” Jae Won Lee
Would turning around the way empires and their collaborators serve mammon rather than God be a reason
to praise God and hail Jesus as a king who makes for peace? The acclamation of peace in heaven and glory in
the highest should not be read only in terms of eschatology, especially for people who pray for God’s kingdom
to come, as in Luke 11:2. Rather, inasmuch as Jerusalem is the point of contact between heaven and earth,
affirming peace in heaven should anticipate pouring out peace on earth.

WH ERE is God in these words? — From “Theological Perspective,” George W. Stroup
In some forms of contemporary theology, Jesus serves as an example, perhaps even fhe example, of what we
already believe about freedom and peace. When this happens, it is our prior notions of freedom and peace
that tell us who Jesus is, and Jesus becomes captive to our ideologies. In the Gospels, however, Jesus stands
in judgment of all our ideologies. His kingdom is not simply a verification of what we think God’s kingdom
should be, as Peter discovered in Mark 8:31-33. It is Jesus, as he is given to us in the Gospels, who shows us
what freedom truly is (Gal. 5:1) and what, or who, peace really is (Eph. 2:17-22).

SO WHAT does this mean for our lives? — From “Pastoral Perspective,” William G. Carter
Halfway down the Mount of Olives, there is a small chapel in the shape of a teardrop. It is called Dominus Flevit
(Latin for “the Lord weeps”). It is the traditional location where Jesus wept over the city. Pilgrims gather there
to share the Eucharist as they move toward Jerusalem. As they view a city still divided, with people of different
faiths squabbling over the same real estate, they pass the bread to the words, “This is my body, broken for you.”
Then they share the cup of wine, saying, “This is the new covenant in my blood, shed for the forgiveness of
sins.” It is a moment to recall the great cost of reconciliation, as God sent Jesus into the world to bring all back
to God’s powerful love.

NOW WHAT is God’s word calling us to do? — From “Homiletical Perspective,” H. Stephen Shoemaker
We have Jesus driving the money changers from the temple and saying, “It is written, ‘My house shall be a
house of prayer’; but you have made it a den of robbers.” Jesus’ quotation from Jeremiah makes clear his
challenge to the nation’s leadership: a call for righteousness and justice. A pondering of Jeremiah 7:3-11 is
essential. Every day, as Jesus taught in the temple, religious leaders kept trying to find a way to kill him, but
the people who heard him were “spellbound” (v. 48). The crowds that sang and waved palms and laid their
garments are still with him, still part of the kingdom movement Jesus brought. Even us.
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FOCUS SCRIPTURE

Luke 19:28-40;
23:1-49

YOU WILL NEED
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purple cloth
Christ candle
matches or lighter
Color Pack 10, 11,
12, 29

newsprint or
markerboard
markers

Bibles

Resource Sheet 1
scissors

copies of Resource
Sheet 2

pencils

Singing the Feast,
2021-2022; CD player

For Responding

a
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option 2: plain paper,
pens, envelopes
option 3: corkboard
or bulletin board,
yarn, scissors, 20-30
push pins, paper
slips, pens

Teaching the Revised Common Lectionary

FEASTING"»WORD
CURRICULUM

Trials of Life

Focus on Your Teaching

When tweens experience tough times—situations of heartbreak or frustration—they
may feel overwhelmed. When they feel alone against the world or are certain that no one
understands them, they may not perceive that others are going through hard times as well.
In the stories of Holy Week, tweens will be reminded that Jesus also endured unfair and
sad situations. Jesus’ trust in God, his life of prayer, and his faithfulness to God’s ways are
powerful examples of how to carry on through even the most difficult times.

FEver-present God, guide and comfort me. Help me to always remember
that you will not leave me alone. Fill me with hope in this promise,
through Jesus Christ. Amen.

MLEADING THE SESSION

GATHERING

Before the session, cut apart the cards on Resource Sheet 1 (Scripture Cards). If you are
using option 3 in Responding, cut 18" pieces of yarn, one per learner.

Greet tweens as they arrive. Ask for volunteers to arrange the purple cloth in the center of
your learning space and place the Christ candle on it. Gather the group and light the candle.
Say that today is the sixth and final Sunday in Lent. Pray aloud:

Dear God, thank you for bringing us together today fo learn about you.

Bless our time together, and open our hearts to your Word. Amen.

Extinguish the candle.

Show Color Pack 10 and 11. Ask learners to imagine the story behind each one. Together,

speculate on what might have happened in each one. Invite learners to take a quiet moment

to think about the tough times they have faced in their lives. Discuss:

% If you were going to offer advice to a friend about surviving tough times, what would
you say—what makes it easier to get through difficult situations?

Record responses on newsprint or markerboard.

Say that today’s Bible readings tell about the difficult experiences Jesus faced in the days
before he was crucified.

EXPLORING

Distribute Bibles and ask tweens to turn to Luke 19. Point out that today’s Scripture readings
come from two chapters in Luke—19 and 23. Acknowledge that this is a lot of reading,
so you will tackle it in small groups. Form four groups and give one card from Resource
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Sheet 1 (Scripture Cards) to each group. (If you have a small class, form two groups and
give each group two cards.) Instruct each group to read their assigned verses aloud, answer
the questions, and plan how to summarize that part of the story for the rest of the class.
Allow 8-10 minutes for groups to read and discuss.

Gather the learners and have each group summarize its part of the story.

Comment that today is called both Palm Sunday and Passion Sunday. Explain that the
word passion in Passion Sunday refers to the suffering that Jesus endured during his
arrest, trial, and crucifixion. Ask which part of the story fits with the name Palm Sunday.
(Luke 19:28-40). Ask which parts of the story fit with the name Passion Sunday (all readings
from Luke 23).

Show Color Pack 12 and ask tweens to identify some of the difficult things that Jesus

endured in the days leading up to his crucifixion. Place this poster in the Lenten display.

Invite discussion of what Jesus did in the midst of those difficulties. Ask:

% What verses or phrases tell us that Jesus trusted God to be with him? (For example,
see Luke 23:34, 43, 46).

To review the story, distribute copies of Resource Sheet 2 (Action Report) and pencils. Read

the directions aloud, and then work together to complete the chart. Wonder together:

% How could God use both Jesus’ actions and the things that people did to Jesus for
good?

% What helps us to sense that God was present with Jesus in those hard times?

Say that there are two short prayers in today’s readings. Ask learners to look up Luke 23:34
and Luke 23:46.

% What is Jesus praying for in these prayers?

% What can you tell about Jesus through these two prayers?

% How might these prayers shape your own prayers when you are struggling?

Refer again to the list made during Gathering. Ask:
% After reading about Jesus’ experiences, what might you add to your words of advice for
getting through tough times?

RESPONDING

Mark the activities you will use:

1. Faithful Presence Learners will explore ways that God is faithful to them by reflecting
on God’s presence in Jesus’ hardest moments. Recall today’s Scripture readings and ask:
How can you tell that God was present with Jesus throughout this time? Comment that
God is present in our difficult times, too, often working through people who are there
to help us, and that sometimes we don’t realize this until later. Briefly tell a story about
a time you sensed God’s loving presence in the midst of a sad or challenging situation.
Form pairs and invite partners to tell each other about a tough situation they faced
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A and how they sensed or experienced God’s love and care during that time. After pairs
be respectful of one finish their stories, gather the entire group to discuss: How might remembering God’s
another’s stories. No one faithfulness in the past help a person endure hard times in the present?

should repeat a story

without the permission 2. Words of Encouragement Tweens will write reminders to themselves of God’s
f’f the person who told everlasting love and presence. Recall that during the events surrounding Jesus’ arrest,
it trial, and crucifixion, Jesus talked to God. Jesus trusted God to be with him during those
tough times. Distribute paper and pens and invite tweens to write notes to themselves
to remind themselves that God’s love and presence are always with them. Distribute
envelopes. Have each learner seal his or her note in an envelope and place it in his or

: her Bible or a safe place at home until he or she is facing a difficult situation and needs

LS. o 58 a reminder of God’s love. Assure tweens that their teachers, pastor, and other people at

. y church care about them and will listen to them when they need encouragement. Invite
e % a e e each one to think of someone he or she could talk to when facing difficulty.

f 3. Holy Week Prayer Cross Learners will create a Holy Week prayer cross. Ask learners to

gather around the corkboard or bulletin board and work together to make the outline of
a large cross with pushpins. (See sidebar.) Recall together the prayers that Jesus prayed
as he faced his crucifixion, and explain that prayer is an important part of Holy Week in
the church. Distribute slips of paper and allow time for each tween to write a prayer to
ask God to help someone who is facing a tough time right now. Have tweens fold their
prayer slips. Distribute 18" pieces of yarn. Invite one learner at a time to pray silently as
he or she ties one end of the yarn to a pushpin, weaves it among the other pushpins, and
then pushes a pin through the end of the yarn and the prayer slip. Display the prayer
cross in your classroom as a reminder of the group’s prayers.

CLOSING

Gather with tweens around the candle and light it. Tell learners about any Holy Week
services or activities in your church and encourage them to attend with their families.

Sanna, Sannanina

Sanna, sannanina, sanna,

sanna, sanna. o - ) ..
Sanna, sannanina, sanna, Sing “Sanna Sannanina” (Color Pack 29; track 17 on Singing the Feast, 2021-2022) and

sanna, sanna. invite learners to imagine they are part of the crowd that welcomed Jesus into Jerusalem.
Ask learners to join in the Amen of the closing charge:

Let us go out into the world and follow Jesus.

Amen! (Clap twice.)

Sanna, sanna, sanna
sannanina,
Sanna, sanna, sanna.

Sanna, sanna, sanna Tell tweens you will pray for them during Holy Week and ask them to pray for you.
sannanina,

Sanna, sanna, sanna.

Repeat
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Q ScriptTirg Cards

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read Luke 19:28—40. Read Luke 23:1-12.

1. What is happening in Jesus’ life in these
verses?

1. What is happening in Jesus’ life in these
verses?

2. What do you learn about Jesus from these
verses?

2. What do you learn about Jesus from these
verses?

3. Who else is part of the story here? What do
you learn about them?

3. Who else is part of the story here? What do
you learn about them?

4. Would you describe what happens in this
passage as positive or negative? Why?

4. Would you describe what happens in this
passage as positive or negative? Why?

Read Luke 23:13—-24. Read Luke 23:32—49.

1. What is happening in Jesus’ life in these
verses?

1. What is happening in Jesus’ life in these
verses?

2. What do you learn about Jesus from these
verses?

2. What do you learn about Jesus from these
verses?

3. Who else is part of the story here? What do
you learn about them?

3. Who else is part of the story here? What do
you learn about them?

4. Would you describe what happens in this
passage as positive or negative? Why?

4. Would you describe what happens in this
passage as positive or negative? Why?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Directions: In each row, read the Bible verses given. Decide whether Jesus was
doing something or someone was doing something to Jesus. It might be both! Jot
down a summary of the action in the appropriate column.

Things That verses Things That Were
Josus Did Dong 10 Jasus
Luke 19:29-32

Luke 19:37-40

Luke 23:8-9

Luke 23:21-24

Luke 23:32-34

Luke 23:35-37

Luke 23:44—46
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