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Easter News
Tweens will hear the miracle of Jesus’ resurrection and follow 
in the steps of the disciples to spread the news.

April 17, 2022	 Easter Day

Acts 10:34–43 or 
 Isa. 65:17–25

Ps. 118:1–2, 14–24 

1 Cor. 15:19–26 or 
Acts 10:34–43

John 20:1–18 or 
Luke 24:1–12

n P R E P A R I N G  F O R  T H E  S E S S I O N

Focus on Luke 24:1–12

WHAT is important to know?            	  — From “Exegetical Perspective,” Gregory A. Robbins

The women whom the evangelist names (Mary Magdalene, Joanna, and Mary “the mother of James”) are, for 
the most part (Susanna is not explicitly mentioned here), the very ones singled out in 8:1–3 as having provided 
for Jesus’ Galilean ministry “out of their resources.” These women from Galilee, who had witnessed Jesus’ 
crucifixion (23:49), who had seen the tomb and the deposition of his corpse therein (23:55), are the ones 
who, when “they found the stone rolled away” and the body missing, tell it “to the eleven and to all the rest”  
(24:2, 9). Surprisingly, not one of their names is found on the slate of candidates put forward to fill Judas’ 
vacancy (Acts 1:21–26), even though they fit all the enunciated eligibility requirements for taking his place in 
“this ministry and apostleship”! 

WHERE is God in these words?	  — From “Theological Perspective,” Martin E. Marty

Thanks to these first-day witnesses, there came later sets of witnesses, namely members of a community that 
kept the saving story alive long enough for Luke to stitch together a rich narrative. Our reading or hearing 
their story moves “you,” whether you are named Mary or Joanna or not. Finally, thanks to all of them, twenty 
centuries later, we, who were not there to “see,” have now also “seen” and get to pass on the story to people who 
also were not there and to whom nothing was “proven.” They can be amazed and can tell others. 
				  

SO WHAT does this mean for our lives?	 — From “Pastoral Perspective,” John K. Stendahl

Let us exhibit our faith and our joy, not defensively or dishonestly, but with bold confidence. Such proclamation, 
excitedly retelling the story and being unafraid to love the peculiar ways in which each witness tells it, serves 
the community. The community that saw the risen Lord, not dead but alive (as in 1 Cor. 15), and that came 
to know him in the reunderstanding of the Scriptures and in the breaking of the bread (as in Luke’s Emmaus 
story), retells the discovery again as it encounters the tomb of his burial.  
 
NOW WHAT is God’s word calling us to do?	 — From “Homiletical Perspective,” Nancy Claire Pittman

“Why do you look for the living among the dead?” the angelic figures say to the tops of the women’s heads. 
We are just as guilty of such a fruitless search. We cling to former visions of ourselves and our churches as if 
they might come back to life as long as we hold on to them. We grasp our loved ones too tightly, refusing to 
allow them to change, to become bigger, or smarter, or stronger. The words of the unworldly messengers are 
a challenge to stop hanging on to the dead and to move into new life. They are reminders that the Holy One 
dwells wherever new life bursts forth.
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YOU WILL NEED
	❏ white cloth

	❏ Christ candle 

	❏ matches or lighter

	❏ fresh flowers 

(optional)

	❏ gold gift-wrap ribbon 

or confetti (optional)

	❏ small table or large 

box

	❏ Color Pack 13, 30, 31

	❏ Bibles

	❏ biblical costumes 

(optional)

	❏ copies of Resource 

Sheets 1, 2

	❏ pencils

	❏ newsprint or 

markerboard

	❏ markers

	❏ Singing the Feast, 

2021–2022; CD player

For Responding

	❏ option 2: Internet-

connected device

	❏ option 3: paper, 

crayons, markers, 

pens, other art 

supplies as desired

Focus on Your Teaching

Today’s Bible story prompts questions that could be taken from tweens’ everyday lives. With 
the women, as they approached the tomb and then went to proclaim the news of the risen 
Christ, tweens may wonder: Do I have the strength or skills to do what God might be calling 
me to do? What is my story of faith and how can I tell it without other people thinking I’m 
crazy? With the disciples, as they hear the women’s words, they may question: Whom can 
I trust? What can I believe? Encourage tweens to ask their questions and find themselves 
within this amazing story.

Risen Lord, help me to hear the story of your resurrection anew and to 
tell it well! Amen.

n L E A D I N G  T H E  S E S S I O N

GATHERING
Before the session, make a worship center by covering a small table or large box with a white 
cloth and placing the Christ candle on it. Option: Make your worship center more festive for 
Easter by adding fresh flowers, streamers of gold gift-wrap ribbon, and/or confetti. 

Welcome tweens by name saying, “(Name), Christ is risen!” Coach them to respond, “Christ 
is risen indeed!” 

Gather around the worship center and light the Christ candle. Lead the learners in the 
following call and response: 

Teacher: The light of the risen Christ is with us! 
Learners: Thanks be to God! 
All: Alleluia!

Display Color Pack 31 and sing “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today!” (track 2 on Singing the 
Feast, 2021–2022). Pray aloud:

O God of new life, be with us as we gather to learn more about the never-
ending love of Jesus and how we can extend that love to others. Amen. 

Extinguish the candle.

Introduce the session theme by playing a variation of the game “Two Truths and a Lie.” As a 
class (or in groups of 6–8, if the class is very large), have students take turns telling two true 
things about themselves and one untrue thing (in any order). Invite the rest of the group to 
guess the two true statements. Ask: 
P	 How could you tell which statements were true? 
P	 What helps you to decide if something is true or untrue? 

Easter News

FOCUS SCRIPTURE
Luke 24:1–12
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EASY 
PREP

Option: Provide some 
simple props, such 
as a wooden spoon 
or paper towel tube 
for a microphone, 
bathrobe cloaks, or 
dishtowel headdresses 
to help tweens get into 
character in their skits.

EXPLORING
Show the class Color Pack 13 and invite tweens to tell what they recall about the story 
of Jesus’ resurrection. Remind tweens that the resurrection story appears in each of the 
four Gospels, and that there are different details about the story in each one, much as four 
different reporters might include different details of the same event. Open your Bible to 
Luke 24 and say this is where the Easter story is found in Luke. Recall that story of Jesus’ 
arrest, trial, crucifixion, and burial are found in Luke 23. 

Distribute copies of Resource Sheet 1 (Choral Reading) and form two groups to read the 
passage. Have groups switch parts and read it again. Discuss: 
P	 If you had been with the women at the tomb, would you have believed the two men 

dressed in white? Why or why not?     
P	 If you had been with the other disciples, would you have believed what the women 

told you? Why or why not?
P	 Why do you think the other disciples did not believe the women who had been at the 

tomb?
P	 Why do you think Peter went to the tomb? 
P	 What do you think Peter might have done next?

Form pairs and give each pair a copy of Resource Sheet 2 (Amazing News). Read the 
directions aloud and work as a group to respond to the first question. Have pairs jot down 
their responses to the remaining questions and then plan a skit that shows an interview with 
one of the people or groups named on the sheet. Allow time to prepare, and then gather the 
group to watch the skits. Applaud each one.  

Recall that the emphasis during the season of Lent was on following Jesus. Suggest that 
you and the learners can continue to follow Jesus by telling others the amazing news that 
God raised Jesus from death and promises us love, forgiveness, and a life with God that will 
never end. Discuss:
P	 If someone asks you why you went to church on Easter, what will you say?

RESPONDING
Mark the activities you will use:
1.	 Good News Game Tweens will play a familiar game and practice what they might say to 

spread the good news of the resurrection. Gather with tweens in a circle. Recall how to 
play the game “Telephone.” One person whispers a message to the person on his or her 
right, who then repeats the message to the person on his or her right. This continues 
around the circle until the message comes to the one who started it. For the first 
round, use the message “He is not here, but raised up!” (Luke 24:5, The Message). Ask 
volunteers to think of other Easter messages to begin additional rounds. After several 
rounds, discuss: In what way is this game like telling other people about Jesus? How is 
it different? What are some things that make it hard to tell other people about being a 
Christian? What are some things that make it easy or fun?

Easter News

Christ the Lord  
Is Risen Today

Christ the Lord is risen 
today! Alleluia!

All creation join to say, 
Alleluia!

Raise your joys and 
triumphs high; Alleluia!

Sing, O heavens, and earth 
reply, Alleluia!
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Give Me Joy in My Heart

Give me joy in my heart, 
keep me singing,

Give me joy in my heart,  
I pray—hallelujah!

Give me joy in my heart, 
keep me singing,

Keep me singing till the 
break of day.

Sing hosanna, sing 
hosanna, sing hosanna  
to the King of kings!

Sing hosanna, sing 
hosanna, sing hosanna  
to the king. 

Repeat three times

If time is limited, view 
only the section of the 
video from 0:0 to 4:25.

2.	 What God Has Done Tweens will hear a story of how God has transformed a man’s life 
and think of ways to tell their own stories of faith. Use an Internet-connected device 
to show the video about Joel Sonnenberg at bit.ly/JoelSonnenberg. Discuss: What are 
some obstacles Joel might face in telling his faith story? Why do you think he chooses to 
tell it anyway? What obstacles make it hard for you to tell others about God’s presence 
in your life? What are some ways you might overcome these obstacles?

3.	 Spread the Word! Tweens will be encouraged to follow in the disciples’ footsteps as they 
spread the amazing news that God raised Jesus from death. Invite tweens to list their 
favorite ways of spreading good news, such as texting their friends, making a card to 
celebrate, or expressing their joy through writing or singing. Set out paper, crayons, 
markers, pens, and other art supplies as desired. Invite learners to choose one way to 
spread the good news that God raised Jesus from death and promises us life with God 
forever. They may want to write a song or poem, make an Easter card for someone, 
draw a picture, or make a poster. When all have finished, ask tweens to show and tell 
about their creations. Challenge them to show their work to at least one other person 
this week. Option: Display the tweens’ creations in surprising places around the church 
building where others may be inspired by them.

CLOSING
Gather in a group around the worship center and light the candle. Hold up Color Pack 13 
and invite tweens to tell how the women in the Easter story might inspire Jesus’ followers 
today—what might their story inspire us to do?

Display Color Pack 30 and sing “Give Me Joy in My Heart” (track 6 on Singing the Feast, 
2021–2022). 

Ask learners to join in the Amen of the closing charge:
Let us go out into the world and proclaim the good news of God’s love that 
is stronger than death!
Amen! (Clap twice.) 

Thank tweens for coming, and tell them you hope they will come again next week.

Easter News
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Resource Sheet 1

At the crack of dawn on Sunday, the women came to the tomb 
carrying the burial spices they had prepared. They found the entrance 
stone rolled back from the tomb, so they walked in. But once inside, 
they couldn’t find the body of the Master Jesus.

They were puzzled, wondering what to make of this. Then, out of 
nowhere it seemed, two men, light cascading over them, stood there. 
The women were awestruck and bowed down in worship. 

The men said, “Why are you looking for the Living One in a 
cemetery? He is not here, but raised up. Remember how he told you 
when you were still back in Galilee that he had to be handed over to 
sinners, be killed on a cross, and in three days rise up?” Then they 
remembered Jesus’ words.

They left the tomb and broke the news of all this to the Eleven and 
the rest. 

Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other 
women with them kept telling these things to the apostles, but the 
apostles didn’t believe a word of it, thought they were making it  
all up.

But Peter jumped to his feet and ran to the tomb. He stooped to look 
in and saw a few grave clothes, that’s all. He walked away puzzled, 
shaking his head.

Choral Reading
(Luke 24:1–12, The Message)

April 17, 2022
Easter News
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Resource Sheet 2

Directions, Part 1: Imagine you are reading a report of the first 
Easter in a newspaper or on a news Web site or listening to it on radio 
or television. What do you think Jesus’ followers would say about 
the amazing news that Jesus’ body was no longer in the tomb? Write 
some responses you might expect to hear:

•	 What might Mary Magdalene, Joanna, and Mary the mother of 
James say about their conversation with the disciples after they saw 
the empty tomb?

•	 What might the two men in dazzling clothes say about meeting the 
women at the tomb?

•	 What might the group of disciples say about what the women 
reported?

•	 What might Peter say about what he found when he went to check 
out the women’s story?

Directions, Part 2: Using some of your ideas, plan a skit that shows 
an interview with one of the people or groups listed above. Plan to 
perform your skit for your class. 

Amazing News

April 17, 2022
Easter News




