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Convicted

Goal for Tweens will examine the story of Paul and Silas and imagine
the Session how they might also stand firm in their faith.

BMPREPARING FOR THE SESSION
Focus on Acts 16:16—-34

WHAT is important to know? — From “Exegetical Perspective,” Paul W. Walaskay
Note the many times the term kyrios is used throughout this episode at Philippi. Titles are important in Roman
culture; they reflect status and honor. Kyrios, “master,” is the title that rises above all others. In Philippi it can
refer to petty masters—the owners of a pitiful slave girl. Far above these pathetic Ayrio7 is the master of the
realm—Lord Caesar, from whom all other lordships derive. It is in this context that Paul and Silas speak boldly
about another Lord, Jesus.

WH ERE is God in these words? — From “Theological Perspective,” Ronald Cole-Turner
We, on the other hand, sometimes have only a vague sense that we are in trouble, that our lives are falling
apart, or that we are losing our way. We learn to hide these thoughts, either with diversions or with shallow
hopes that things will get better. The jailer’s situation was unique only in its immediacy. We all need to be
asking, “What must I do to be saved?” The story in which Paul and the jailer and all these other characters
play their role is, in truth, a theological story, one in which God is acting and Christ is saving. Paul’s answer,
“Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ,” is an invitation to the jailer, and indeed to everyone, to tune in to the level
of God’s action.

SO WHAT does this mean for our lives? — From “Pastoral Perspective,” David G. Forney
At the start of this passage, there are three different types of captivities; in the end, there is only one. In the
beginning, there is, first of all, Paul and Silas’s captivity to the Most High God. Second, there is the girl’s slavery
to a spirit of divination that makes her a prime target for exploitation. Third, there is the jailer’s sense of duty,
leading him nearly to take his life when he seems to have failed at his assignment. In the end, we find Jesus’
prayer answered, with all of these captives finding their freedom in being bound to God. Or, in the prayerful
words of Jesus, “I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one” (John 17:23).

NOW WHAT is God’s word calling us to do? — From “Homiletical Perspective,” Richard M. Landers
As we examine the lives of those transformed by the gospel message, we see them in a movement from
subservience to service, from work that delimits to work that coexists with their delight in God’s way. Christians
come to worship with pressures of work weighing on their hearts and minds. Indeed, how we earn a living
constitutes a significant portion of our identities. Worship is a time to clarify our values and motives, and to
see all we do and all we are in light of the gospel message. When we engage the gospel, we disengage from
confining assumptions about work, including the assumption that we are the sum of our work.
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white cloth

Christ candle

lighter or matches
Color Pack 18, 25,

31, 32

Singing the Feast,
2021-2022; CD player
Bibles

paper

markers, pencils

For Responding
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option 1: copies of
Resource Sheet 1,
pens, Bibles

option 2: Resource
Sheet 2, scissors
option 3: recording
of “This Little Light of
Mine”
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Focus on Your Teaching

It is not always easy being a Christian tween. Peer pressure is a powerful influence, and
it can be hard to follow Jesus’ way of love when that means standing up for values not
always embraced by other tweens and the culture in general. Remind tweens that they are
not Christians on their own. Jesus’ followers can stand together. Paul and Silas are great
examples of faithful courage, and tweens will meet other heroes of the faith during this
session. You may also wish to tell them about contemporary persons of faith, particularly
people in your community.

God of love, give me a clear sense of your presence and fill me with
courage to stand firm in my faith. Amen.

MLEADING THE SESSION

GATHERING

Before the session, if you are using option 3 in Responding, bring a recording of “This Little
Light of Mine,” perhaps from Singing the Feast, vol. 1; iTunes; or YouTube.

Greet tweens as they arrive. Invite them to arrange the white cloth in the center of your
learning space and place the Christ candle on it.

Gather around the Christ candle and light it. Note that today is the seventh and final Sunday
of Easter. Invite tweens to tell what they liked best about this Easter season. Lead the call
and response:

Teacher: The light of the risen Christ is with us!

Learners: Thanks be to God!

All: Alleluia!

Sing “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today!” (Color Pack 31; track 2 on Singing the Feast,
2021-2022). Pray aloud:

O God of new life, be with us as we gather to learn more about the never-

ending love of Jesus and how we can extend that love to others. Amen.

Extinguish the candle.

Begin a conversation about courage by asking:
% What does the word courage mean to you?
0,
0,

g

Q
% What shape or form might courage take?

g

% If courage were a color, what color might it be?

o

Set out paper and markers and invite tweens to draw a picture of courage. Take a moment
for volunteers to show and tell about their drawings.
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Christ the Lord
Is Risen Today

Christ the Lord is risen
today! Alleluia!

All creation join to say,
Alleluia!

Raise your joys and
triumphs high; Alleluia!
Sing, O heavens, and earth

reply, Alleluia!

Situations may include:
witnessing someone
being bullied, being
with friends who are
gossiping or saying
mean things about
others, being tempted to

cheat or steal, choosing
to honor commitments
at church when others
are not doing so,

or observing family
members waste water or
other resources.
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Comment that in the Bible story today, they will meet two people who had great courage.

EXPLORING

Show Color Pack 18 and ask a volunteer to point to Philippi. Explain that today’s story takes
place in Philippi, shortly after Paul and Silas met Lydia and her friends at the place of prayer
by the river. This story is found in the book of Acts, the part of the Bible that tells the story
of the early church.

Distribute Bibles and ask tweens to turn to Acts 16:16-34. Form pairs to read the story and
create a three-sentence story summary. Have each pair tell its summary to the whole group.

Explain that they will be acting out the passage. Ask for volunteers to play the parts of
narrator, slave girl, owners of the slave girl, Paul, Silas, and the jailer. The rest of the group
can be the crowd, other prisoners, or the jailer’s family. (If you have a small group, have
tweens work together to create an audio drama with sound effects, which will make it
possible for learners to play multiple roles. Make a recording of the drama and play it back
for the group.) Invite tweens to use what they find in the learning area as props. Allow five
minutes for tweens to prepare and then act out the passage.

After dramatizing the passage, discuss the story:

%' Why were the slave owners so upset with Paul and Silas?

Why do you think the officials in Philippi punished Paul and Silas?

What gave Paul and Silas the courage to pray and sing in jail?

Why do you think Paul and Silas didn’t run away when the earthquake opened the jail-

ks

?

R R

=3
Q

b

cell doors?

What happened as a result of their decision to stay put?

In what ways did Paul and Silas stand firm in their faith in Jesus Christ?
What gives followers of Jesus the courage to do hard things?

%R R

Show Color Pack 25 and recall how Paul and Silas stuck together in a difficult situation. Ask:

% Do you think it is easier to show courage and stand firm in faith by yourself or as part
of a group? Why?

% Who do you know who stands firm in following Jesus’ teachings and living in God’s
ways?

Form small groups and provide paper and pencils. Direct each group to write down three
situations in which it would take courage to stand firm in their faith and stay true to Jesus’
teachings. Ask each group to read its list to the class. Have learners brainstorm ways they
could demonstrate courage and stand firm in following Jesus’ teachings in these situations.
Discuss:

% What do you risk by showing courage and standing firm?

% What good things might happen if you do?
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RESPONDING

Mark the activities you will use:
1. Role Models Tweens will read about people who had the courage to stand firm in faith
and imagine how they might emulate their example. Distribute copies of Resource

Sheet 1 (Faith and Courage) and pens. Ask volunteers to read aloud each section. Give
them a few moments to write their prayers. Gather around the Christ candle and light
it. Invite tweens to pray their prayers silently or aloud. Hold a moment of silence, and
then say, “Hear our prayers, O Lord. Amen.” Extinguish the candle.

2. Tricky Situations Tweens will discuss some real-life dilemmas and imagine how to
) ; o stand firm in faith in them. Distribute copies of Resource Sheet 2 (Tricky Situations).

playing a tricky situation . . . . .

provides tweens with One at a time, ask a volunteer to read aloud the situation and discuss it as a group:

a safe place to discuss What is the problem in this situation? What are some of the options? How could the

and practice ways of main character stand firm in his or her faith and commitment to following Jesus and

standing firm as they living in God’s ways? Why would this take courage? What might happen? What would
live out their faith.

Discussing and role-

the characters say to each other? Form pairs and ask each pair to choose one of the

situations to act out, showing the solution of its choice. Encourage tweens to try some
of these ideas when they face similar situations.

3. Music Reflection Tweens will sing a song that encourages them to stand firm and
imagine ways to do this in daily life. Sit in a circle and place the Christ candle in the
center. Light the candle and explain that Jesus came to show the light of God’s love and
called his followers to do the same no matter what the risk. Ask: How did Paul and Silas
shine with the light of God’s love? Explain that as Jesus’ followers, we too are called
to stand firm and show the light of God’s love in our words and actions. Play “This
Little Light of Mine,” and invite tweens to sing it together, making up hand motions if
desired. Ask: When might singing a song like this, either aloud or to yourself, help you
to follow Paul and Silas’s example of standing firm in faith? What else might help you
to do so?

CLOSING

Gather in a group around the worship center and light the candle. Show Color Pack 25 and
invite tweens to tell what they will remember about Paul and Silas in today’s Bible story.

Sing “God Is with Me” (Color Pack 32; track 7 on Singing the Feast, 2021-2022).

God Is with Me
Our God is with me

everywhere, Ask learners to join in the Amen of the closing charge:
All day and night I'm in Let us go out into the world and show how the good news of God’s love is
God’s care. always present in our lives!
It doesn’t matter where | .
go, Amen! (Clap twice.)
Because God is with me,
this I know. Try to have a quick word with individual learners as they leave. Thank them for coming, and

. affirm any positive contribution they made to the session.
Repeat two times
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Faith and Couragpe

The Bible includes many stories of heroes like Paul and Silas who stood firm in their

faith. For example:

* When David was a young shepherd boy, he fought the giant Goliath, who was
threatening the Israelites. (1 Samuel 17)

* Daniel, who refused to stop praying to God, was punished by being thrown into
a den of lions. (Daniel 6)

* Esther, a beautiful queen, risked her life to save the Jewish people. (Book of
Esther)

* Can you think of any others?

A Brave FaMily of Faith Todg
A missionary couple lived with their children in South America. They had moved
from America to serve the people and share the good news of Jesus.

A violent group controlled much of what happened in the area. They threatened
the couple and told them to leave. The couple knew they could be killed, yet chose
to stay and preach.

One day a fighter kicked in their door and demanded to see the father. The
young son asked, “Are you here to kill my father? If you are, we won’t be friends
anymore.”

The man laughed. “Your father will not die today,” he said. He asked the brave boy
to pray for him and left.

Talk aboTy It:

* In what ways are the members of this family standing firm in their Christian
faith?
* Who else have you read or heard about who has stood firm in his or her faith?

Name one situation in which it might be difficult for you to be courageous and
stand firm in your faith:

How might Paul and Silas or the family in the story act in this situation? Write
a prayer asking God to give you the courage to stand firm in the same way:
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Peter is hanging out with his
friends at school. Some of
them begin teasing Masen,
making fun of the video
games he plays. Peter knows
they are just joking, but he
can also see that Masen is
upset and hurt. What could
he do?

..................................................

Don’s family attends worship
and Sunday school at their
church nearly every Sunday.
Don’s hockey coach has
announced that the team will
begin practicing on Sunday
mornings. His parents say,
“No!” Don is afraid that when
he tells the coach he can’t be
there on Sundays, the coach
will say he can’t be a starting
player. What could he do?
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Tricky Sibuations

___________________________________________________

Sherry’s friends start
complaining about one of
their teachers. One of them
yells that this teacher is
“retarded” and “psycho.”
Everyone else laughs. Sherry
doesn’t like this teacher
much but thinks her friend’s
choice of language is not
appropriate. What could
she do?

...................................................

Christine’s friends have
worked out a way to store
answers for a test on their

cell phones. They want to
help her set up her phone to
do the same thing. Christine
knows her friends will make
fun of her if she doesn’t agree
to cheat. What could she do?

___________________________________________________





