ASTINGmWORD April 3, 2022 Fifth Sunday in Lent
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Abundant Love

John 12:1-8

Goal for Tweens will ponder Mary’s and Judas’s roles as disciples and
the Session seek ways they can respond generously to God’s love.

WMPREPARING FOR THE SESSION

Focus on John 12:1-8

WHAT is important to know? — From “Exegetical Perspective,” Jae Won Lee
Jesus then compares his impending absence with the plight of the poor: “You always have the poor with you,
but you do not always have me” (12:8). Incredibly, this has been interpreted to imply that nothing should be
done for the poor. Jesus’ saying comes from Deuteronomy 15:11, which enjoins Israel to “open your hand to
the poor,” because “there will never cease to be some in need.” This actually means that something should be
done because of reversals even when people struggle hard against poverty.

WH ERE is God in these words? — From “Theological Perspective,” George W. Stroup
Is there a redemptive significance even for Judas in the death of Jesus? In his betrayal and handing over of Jesus
to those who would kill him, Judas, no less than any of the other disciples, serves God’s great purpose of saving
the lost. If Jesus came to save the lost, surely there is no one in the gospel story who is more lost than the one
who betrays Jesus, even if that is what Judas is called by God to do. If the Good Shepherd can and does go to
any length to save a lost sheep, is Judas beyond the saving grasp of the Good Shepherd? Are there those Jesus
is not able to love and save? Is there a limit to the reach of Jesus’ saving arm?

SO WHAT does this mean for our lives? — From “Pastoral Perspective,” William G. Carter
Jesus is the gift of God. According to John’s Gospel, Jesus is sent into a world that did not request him, yet he
acts entirely for its benefit. He consistently acts on his own terms, always revealing the grace and truth of God.
Lazarus was raised from the dead on Jesus’ timetable, and not in response to his sisters’ wishes. Similarly, Jesus
will lay down his life for his people (John 10:17-18), not because he is asked to do so, but because he chooses
to give himself.

NOW WHAT is God’s word calling us todo? — From “Homiletical Perspective,” H. Stephen Shoemaker
In John, Mary anoints Jesus’ feef, another kind of prophetic act, signaling Jesus’ imminent death, anointing
him beforehand for burial. She could comprehend and accept what Peter and the other disciples could not:
the death of their master and Messiah. Here was also the action of the ideal disciple: the washing of feet. Jesus
received from her what he would soon offer to his disciples, she “wiping” his feet with her hair as he will
“wipe” (same Greek verb) their feet with his towel. Here is a holy emblem of the disciple’s life: washing and
being washed.

© 2022 Westminster John Knox Press Tweens 1



FOCUS SCRIPTURE

John 12:1-8

YOU WILL NEED
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Lenten display from
March 6, 2022
purple cloth

Christ candle
matches or lighter
3 cotton balls

3 zip-seal sandwich
bags

3 scented liquids
newsprint or
markerboard
markers

Color Pack 8, 29
Bibles

Singing the Feast,

2021-2022; CD player

For Responding

a

option 1: copies of
Resource Sheet 1,
pencils

option 2: copies of
Resource Sheet 2,
pencils; Color Pack

26; Singing the Feast,
2021-2022; CD player

option 3: Color
Pack 9, markers,
wrapped treats
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Focus on Your Teaching

A tween’s world at times may seem to be one of extremes. Physical changes and new ways of
thinking about the world can lead to abundant enthusiasm as well as overwhelming sadness
or frustration. More so than older youth who have learned to be guarded in expressing their
feelings, tweens tend to live into both extremes with their whole selves and with their hearts
wide open. In many ways, they are like Mary, whose love and gratitude for Jesus overflow in
today’s passage. Explore with them ways to worship Jesus with hearts wide open.

Lord Jesus, your love for me is amazing. Help me to share the story of
that love and to respond abundantly in praise. Amen.

WMLEADING THE SESSION

GATHERING

Before the session, dampen each cotton ball with a different scented liquid (such as perfume,
peppermint oil, vinegar, lemon juice, or vanilla extract) and seal it in a zip-seal sandwich
bag. If your group is large, make two sets of scent bags. If you plan to use option 3 in
Responding, ask about where tweens can sit or stand to offer treats to others. Bring a supply
of wrapped treats.

Greet tweens as they arrive. Ask for volunteers to arrange the purple cloth in the center
of your learning space and place the Christ candle on it. Gather the group and light the
candle, welcoming Jesus’ presence with the group. Say that today is the Fifth Sunday in
Lent. Remind learners that during Lent Christians pay special attention to following Jesus’
teachings. Pray aloud:

Dear God, thank you for bringing us together today to learn about you.

Bless our time together, and open our hearts to your Word. Amen.

Extinguish the candle.

Form pairs and have one partner attempt to identify the scents while the other person opens
each sandwich bag and holds it under his or her nose. If any learners are sensitive to scents,
have them observe. After all have had a turn, invite them to tell whether it was easy or hard
to identify the scents. Invite tweens to name a favorite scent and a memory attached to it
(for example, a birthday cake baking, candles in church on Christmas Eve, or freshly mown
grass).

Say that today’s Bible story is about how one of Jesus’ followers used a special scent to honor
him.
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Mary Judas

Briefly telling an
example from your own

life may inspire reluctant
tweens to tell about
their experiences.
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EXPLORING

On newsprint or markerboard, draw a T graph with the names Judas and Mary at the
top. (See sidebar.) Say that in today’s Bible story, tweens will learn more about these two
followers of Jesus. Recall that Judas was one of the Twelve named as Jesus’ first disciples.
Explain that this Mary was not Jesus’ mother; she was the sister of Martha and Lazarus, and
Jesus was a family friend.

Distribute Bibles and ask learners to turn to John 12:1-8. Ask them to follow along as you
read the story aloud and to be thinking of ways to compare and contrast the actions of Judas
and Mary. After reading the story, ask tweens to identify ways that Mary and Judas are alike
and different, according to this passage. List these characteristics on the graph.

Discuss:
% What do you think inspired Mary to act as she did in this story?
% Why do you think she showed her love in such a generous way?

% Do you think Judas’s concern for the poor was genuine? Why or why not?

é\m

g

& Why do you think Jesus responded the way he did to Judas’s criticism?

&

Explain that the type of perfume Mary used—nard—was often used to anoint a dead person
before he or she was buried in order to cover the scent of the decaying body. Ask:
% How does this information help to explain the meaning of Jesus’ words in verses 7—-8?

Recall briefly the parable of the Prodigal Son and the group’s discussion about the
“abundance” of God’s grace. Ask:

% Where do you see examples of abundance in this passage?

% What gifts did Mary receive from Jesus? How did she respond to these gifts?

Show Color Pack 8 and invite comments on the way the artist portrays Mary, Jesus, and
Judas.
% How does the artist draw attention to Mary’s abundant love for Jesus?

Invite tweens to tell about a time they received a very generous gift, perhaps a gift that cost
the giver a great deal of time, effort, or money. Ask how they responded to this gift. Discuss:

07

% When have you wanted to give a person something special just because you love him
or her or are grateful that this person is in your life?
% What kinds of gifts are you able to give to others? (Ask “What else?” several times to

broaden the discussion beyond purchased items.)

Suggest that perhaps some of their feelings and actions are similar to Mary’s.
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Option: If time allows,
visit a younger class and

teach them the song
with the motions.

If time allows, add the
element of delicious
scent to this activity and

have tweens help you
bake cookies to offer as
the treat.

Sanna, Sannanina

Sanna, sannanina, sanna,
sanna, sanna.

Sanna, sannanina, sanna,
sanna, sanna.

Sanna, sanna, sanna
sannanina,

Sanna, sanna, sanna.

Sanna, sanna, sanna
sannanina,

Sanna, sanna, sanna.

Repeat
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RESPONDING

Mark the activities you will use:

1.

Many Gifts Learners will take an inventory of the gifts God has given them and think
of ways to give from this abundance. Distribute copies of Resource Sheet 1 (Many Gifts)
and pencils. Read the directions aloud and then ask learners to complete the activity
individually. When all have finished, form groups of three to compare lists and tell
about their plans for being blessings to others. Encourage learners to take the sheets
home as a reminder to carry out their plans to be generous givers this week.

Musical Response Tweens will express their gratitude for God’s abundant love through
music and motion. Recall how Mary showered love on Jesus with her hands and her
hair as well as her perfume. Comment that learners can use their bodies to express
their praise, as well. Distribute copies of Resource Sheet 2 (Song Motions). Play the
first stanza of “I'm Gonna Sing When the Spirit Says Sing” (Color Pack 26; track 12 on
Singing the Feast, 2021-2022) and invite learners to do the motions given on the sheet
as they sing along. Either work as a group to make up motions for the other stanzas
or form three groups and assign one of the remaining stanzas to each group. Write the
motions on the resource sheet. Sing the entire song with all the motions. Invite tweens
to think of other ways to use their whole selves to praise God (for example, serving others,
writing a song or a rap, writing a prayer). Encourage them to respond to God’s love in
many ways.

Spirit of Generosity Tweens will offer some surprising generosity by giving treats to
others after church school or worship. Invite learners to recall times they have been
surprised by someone’s generosity. Explain that they will have an opportunity to
surprise other people in your church. Work together to plan how to give the treats,
including where to stand and what to say to each person as he or she is handed a treat.
Look together at Color Pack 9 and decide what to write on it to remind people of the
gift of God’s generous love. Ask a volunteer to print the words on the poster. Display it
near the place you will hand out the treats. Have learners practice looking directly at
the other person and reminding him or her of God’s love while offering the treat.

CLOSING

Gather with tweens around the Lenten display. Hold up Color Pack 8 and invite tweens to
tell what they will remember from the Bible story today. Add Color Pack 8 to the Lenten
display.

Sing “Sanna Sannanina” (Color Pack 29; track 17 on Singing the Feast, 2021-2022) to offer
praise to Jesus. Invite learners to join in the Amen of the closing charge:

Let us go out into the world and follow Jesus.
Amen! (Clap twice.)

Tell tweens you will pray for them this week and ask them to pray for you.
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CURRICULUM Resource Sheet 1

May Gifts!

Directions: God has created you with unique talents and abilities. God also has
surrounded you with caring people who give you many things that help you to live
a full and happy life. Place a v by the gifts you have in your life:

___Games to play

___Books to read

___Ability to sing or play music

___Ability to clean or organize

___Enjoyment of working with younger children
___ Love of working outside or growing things
___ Ability to help others with their schoolwork
__ Clothes to wear

__ Food to eat

___Ability to cook or bake

__ Friendliness

___Enjoyment of spending time with older people
___Ability to write an encouraging letter
___Ability to draw a picture

___Desire to pray for others

___ Love for animals

___Ability to make others smile

___Love for creating surprises

___Love for telling Bible stories
___Willingness to be a team player

___ Other gifts in my life:

604 has blessed me abundantiyl | am going to demonstrate my
thanKgulness by being a blessing to someone else this week.
Here's what | plan 1o 40-
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I’m gonna sing when the Spirit says sing,

(Cup hands to mouth and then move upward to the left.)
I’m gonna sing when the Spirit says sing,

(Cup hands to mouth and move upward to the right.
I’m gonna sing when the Spirit says sing,

(Cup hands to mouth and move upward to the center.)
and obey the Spirit of the Lord.

(Fold arms over chest and bow deeply.)

Song Mgtions

I’'m gonna walk when the Spirit says walk,
I’'m gonna walk when the Spirit says walk,
I’'m gonna walk when the Spirit says walk,

and obey the Sprit of the Lord.

I’m gonna leap when the Spirit says leap,
I’'m gonna leap when the Spirit says leap,
I’'m gonna leap when the Spirit says leap,

and obey the Spirit of the Lord.

I’m gonna praise when the Spirit says praise,
I’m gonna praise when the Spirit says praise,
I’m gonna praise when the Spirit says praise,

and obey the Spirit of the Lord.

© 2022 Westminster John Knox Press





