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Tweens will reflect on the characters in the parable of the 
Prodigal Son and rejoice in God’s abundant forgiveness and 
love.

Amazing Grace

n P R E P A R I N G  F O R  T H E  S E S S I O N

Focus on Luke 15:1–3, 11b–32

WHAT is important to know?            	  — From “Exegetical Perspective,” Leslie J. Hoppe

The reconciliation between the father and the younger son did not occur because of what the son did, but 
because of what the father did. Both the younger son and the father acted contrary to the expectations of 
first-century Jewish culture regarding the behavior of parents and their children. The younger son’s flaunting 
of convention served his selfish purposes. The father’s behavior—his dealing with the shame of having been 
treated so disrespectfully by his son—made it possible for reconciliation to occur. The elder son’s behavior was 
another humiliation for the father. Sons owed their fathers loyalty and obedience. The father chose to absorb 
the shame heaped on him by the elder brother, just as he did for the younger brother. He willingly adopted 
the stance of pleading with his elder son—a major humiliation for a father from the patriarchal culture of  
early Judaism.

WHERE is God in these words?	  — From “Theological Perspective,” Daniel G. Deffenbaugh

The economy of such love and grace surprises, even offends, us in its extravagance. While the ways of the world 
suggest that, yes, the son might be welcomed home, but reasonably so—on a ration of bread and water in 
answer to his deplorable sin—the economy of God is such that rejoicing for the return of a child is simply not 
enough. Joy must be made all the more complete by abundance: the best robe, the finest ring, the fatted calf. 
				  

SO WHAT does this mean for our lives?	 — From “Pastoral Perspective,” Rodney Clapp 

In the story as Jesus tells it, the father does not berate and get all censorious with the elder brother. Nor does 
he defend the younger brother. Instead, he shifts attention away from both of the brothers. The father turns 
attention to his own love and bounty. There is plenty to go around, he says in so many words. No one will run 
short—“all that is mine is yours” (15:31). This is not your younger brother’s party so much as it is my party, 
the party I throw for many. I am on the lookout for all my loved ones, near or far. I am working for them and 
ready to celebrate with them before they even think of responding to me or giving anything back. 
 
NOW WHAT is God’s word calling us to do?	 — From “Homiletical Perspective,” Michael B. Curry

It is God’s dream to renew, reconcile, repair, and restore the creation; that is the magnetic power in the parable 
of the Prodigal Son pulling the prodigal back home. As the story unfolds, it is clear that the parable is more 
about the determined, compassionate, infinite providence of God than it is about the ways of God’s prodigal 
children. In the end, this parable points to the great embrace and deep expansive love, compassion, and justice 
of God, deeper, wider, and higher than our imaginings.

Josh. 5:9–12
Ps. 32
2 Cor. 5:16–21
Luke 15:1–3, 11b–32 
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 A Christ candle is a tall 
white candle with a 
cross or other Christian 
symbol on it. You can 
make a Christ candle by 
drawing a cross on a tall 
white candle. Lighting 
the candle is a symbolic 
way of welcoming Jesus 
in your midst.

YOU WILL NEED
	❏ Lenten display from 

March 6, 2022

	❏ purple cloth

	❏ Christ candle

	❏ matches or lighter

	❏ newsprint or 

markerboard

	❏ markers

	❏ Color Pack 7, 29

	❏ copies of Resource 

Sheets 1, 2

	❏ Bibles

	❏ pencils

	❏ Singing the Feast, 

2021–2022; CD player

For Responding

	❏ option 1: Bibles

	❏ option 2: 

newspapers, finger 

paints, craft sticks or 

small spoons, plain 

paper 

	❏ option 3: balloons; 

large trash bag; 

Singing the Feast, 

2021–2022; CD player

Focus on Your Teaching

Tweens, like the rest of us, occasionally find themselves in need of forgiveness and abundant 
grace. Their parents and teachers are holding them more accountable for their actions and 
decisions, and they are learning to deal with the consequences of their choices. Surely they 
can identify with the younger son who came crawling back to his father in shame. Perhaps 
sibling rivalry has left them feeling underappreciated, like the elder son. Hopefully, they 
have experienced a little of the grace that the father showers on both sons. Help them to 
realize that God will always wait for them with abundant forgiveness and grace.

Forgiving Father, thank you for running toward me with arms 
outstretched, even when I have disappointed you. Amen.

n L E A D I N G  T H E  S E S S I O N

GATHERING
Before the session, if you are using option 3 in Responding, inflate and tie two balloons per 
child, place them all in a trash bag, and keep the bag out of sight. Inflate and tie off two 
additional balloons. Note: If any learner has a latex allergy, substitute paper lunch sacks 
filled with crumpled newspaper and taped shut.

Greet tweens as they arrive. Ask for volunteers to arrange the purple cloth in the center of 
your learning space and place the Christ candle on it. Gather the group and light the candle, 
welcoming Jesus’ presence. Say that today is the Fourth Sunday in Lent. Ask tweens to 
recall what they know about Lent. Pray aloud:

Dear God, thank you for bringing us together today to learn about you. 
Bless our time together, and open our hearts to your Word. Amen.

Invite learners to name the worst or hardest chores they can imagine. List responses on 
newsprint or markerboard. Ask learners why these would be so bad or difficult. Point out 
that what one person finds objectionable, another might not. Ask them to tell what it would 
take to make them be willing to do a chore they didn’t like.

Ask learners to look in today’s Bible story for a job that one man despised, why he had to do 
it, and what he did about it.

Amazing Grace

FOCUS SCRIPTURE
Luke 15:1–3, 11b–32



3© 2022 Westminster John Knox Press	 Tweens

EASY 
PREP

In their dealings with 
adults, some tweens 
may have experienced 
conditional forgiveness, 
or love that is withheld 
until certain demands 
are met. Assure them 
that God’s love is more 
perfect than human 
love, and that Jesus 
came to freely give them 
forgiveness and mercy 
without end.

One definition of grace is 
“undeserved mercy and 
forgiveness.”

EXPLORING
Distribute Bibles and ask learners to find Luke 15:1–3, 11b–32. Point out that in Luke 15, 
Jesus is telling parables, or stories, to teach about what it means to live as God’s children. 
Distribute copies of Resource Sheet 1 (The Backstory). Ask volunteers to read the story 
aloud from their Bibles, pausing after each of the verses noted on the resource sheet to read 
aloud the background information. Afterward, discuss:
P	 What questions would you like to ask Jesus about this story?
P	 In what ways did the father show his younger son that he had forgiven him?

Form three groups. Distribute copies of Resource Sheet 2 (Discussion Questions). Assign 
each group one of the characters in the story. Ask groups to read the story again with 
their character in mind and then discuss the questions for their group. After groups have 
finished, ask them to report their responses to the entire class.  

Show Color Pack 7 and ask members of the small groups to locate their character in the 
artwork. Invite comments about what the artist adds to the way they understand their 
character. 

Point out that some people title this story the parable of the Forgiving Father. Wonder 
together about why this title might be a good one. Discuss:
P	 What is Jesus teaching you about God’s love and forgiveness in this parable? 
P	 What do you learn about living as God’s child from this parable?

RESPONDING
Mark the activities you will use:
1.	 Big Brother As learners explore the older son’s resentment, they will consider ways 

to respond to God’s abundant grace. Discuss: When have you felt resentful because 
a parent or teacher offered mercy and forgiveness to someone after he or she really 
messed up? Distribute Bibles and ask learners to turn to Luke 15:28–32. Read the verses 
aloud. Notice that Jesus does not say what the older son said to his father or what he 
decided to do. Form pairs, designating one partner as the older son and one as the 
father. Instruct each pair to think of as many endings to the story as they can and then 
prepare to act out one ending for the class. After watching the pairs’ endings, discuss 
which endings seemed to be the most helpful or positive. Ask: What are some ways you 
could follow the example of these “best case” endings when you feel resentful about 
something that has happened?

Amazing Grace
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Sanna, Sannanina 

Sanna, sannanina, sanna, 
sanna, sanna.

Sanna, sannanina, sanna, 
sanna, sanna. 

Sanna, sanna, sanna 
sannanina,

Sanna, sanna, sanna. 

Sanna, sanna, sanna 
sannanina,

Sanna, sanna, sanna. 

Repeat

2.	 Paint and Meditate Learners will reflect on sin and grace through artistic expression. 
Cover the work area with newspapers. Distribute sheets of paper and set out several 
colors of finger paint, with a small spoon or craft stick in each one. Invite each tween 
to place several dabs of paint on his or her paper. Explain that the goal of this activity 
is not “beautiful” artwork. Instead, encourage learners to use paint and their fingers to 
express the feelings they have as they think about their answers to your questions. Read 
aloud the following meditation: 

Think about a time when you did something that you knew was wrong 
and then tried to hide the fact that you did it. How did it feel to try to 
hide what you had done? (Pause for painting.) Think about a time when 
you confessed that you did something wrong and asked for forgiveness. 
How did it feel to do this? (Pause.) Think of a time when someone said, 
“I forgive you” or “It’s all right.” How does it feel to be given the gift 
of forgiveness? (Pause.) Jesus promises that God will always love us and 
forgive us, and that this grace is a gift. What does this gift make you feel 
like doing?  (Pause.) 

	� Have tweens wash their hands. Encourage learners to take their paintings home and 
talk with their families about God’s abundant love and forgiveness.

3.	 Celebrate Abundance Tweens will experience abundance as they play a game. Invite 
tweens to stand in a circle. Toss one balloon into the air and ask the group to work 
together to keep it from falling on the floor. When they have succeeded, add another 
balloon. While they are working to keep the balloons in the air, retrieve the hidden bag 
of balloons and shake them out for the group to bounce around. After a few moments, 
invite tweens to be seated in a circle and pile the balloons in the center. Invite them to 
define the word abundant. Ask: What do people mean when they say that God’s grace 
is abundant? Why is this a reason to celebrate? Invite learners to stand and rejoice as 
they bat the balloons around while listening to “Give Me Joy in My Heart” (track 6 on 
Singing the Feast, 2021–2022).

CLOSING
Gather with tweens around the Lenten display or Color Pack 1. Hold up Color Pack 7 and 
invite tweens to tell what they will remember from Jesus’ parable. Add Color Pack 7 to the 
Lenten display. 

Sing “Sanna Sannanina” (Color Pack 29; track 17 on Singing the Feast, 2021–2022). Explain 
that this South African song, translated as “Hosanna,” offers praise to Jesus. Invite learners 
to join in the Amen of the closing charge:

Let us go out into the world and follow Jesus.
Amen! (Clap twice.) 

Tell tweens you will pray for them this week and ask them to pray for you.

Amazing Grace
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Tweens
Resource Sheet 1

Notes for Luke 15:12

In Jewish families in Jesus’ day, male children inherited their father’s 
land and possessions when their father died. When there was more 
than one son, the inheritance was divided among them. Usually the 
older son received a larger share, often double what the other sons 
received. To ask one’s father to receive the inheritance while the father 
was still alive would have been very disrespectful. It would have been 
like saying, “I wish you were dead.”

Notes for Luke 15:15–16 

According to the Law of Moses, pigs were considered unclean 
animals. Jewish people avoided having anything to do with pigs or 
pork products. If they ate pork or touched a pig, the law prescribed 
what they must do to become clean again. This usually involved 
waiting a period of time and then taking part in a cleansing ritual. 
Learn more about this in Leviticus 11:7–8. 

Notes for Luke 15:18–19

If a son who had insulted his father asked for forgiveness, he was 
expected to grovel and beg. A father would not run to welcome 
such a child, because the son had humiliated and shamed him. If a 
son shamed or insulted his father, the other family members and the 
neighbors would look down on this son and possibly shun him.

Notes for Luke 15:28 

In Jesus’ day, a son was expected to obey his father and to be loyal to 
him. If the father asked a son to do something, it was expected that 
the son would do it at once. It would have been considered shameful 
and humiliating for a father to plead with a son to do what he asked.

The Backstory 

March 27, 2022
Amazing Grace
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Tweens
Resource Sheet 2

Younger Son

•	 How do imagine the younger son felt when he received his 
inheritance early?

•	 What made the younger son decide to return home? 

•	 What do you think the younger son thought would happen when 
he got home?

•	 How do you think he felt about his father’s reaction when he 
returned home?

•	 What do you think the younger son did the day after the 
welcome-home party?

Older Son

•	 How do you imagine the older son felt when his brother received 
his inheritance early and then left home?

•	 What do you think the older son did while his brother was away?

•	 What are some reasons the older son might have been angry 
when he found out about the party his father was giving in honor 
of his younger brother’s return?

•	 What do you think the older son did the day after the welcome-
home party?

Father

•	 How do you imagine the father felt when his younger son asked 
for his inheritance while he was still living?

•	 What do you think the father was doing while the younger son 
was away?

•	 How did the father react when he saw his younger son coming 
home?

•	 What do you think the father felt about his older son’s anger 
about the party?

•	 What do you think the father did the day after the welcome-home 
party?

Discussion Questions 

March 27, 2022
Amazing Grace




